
Transit is a key to repairing decades of racial injustice and creating vibrant, equitable communities.

We Need Transit to 
Achieve Racial Justice

To create communities that fully and fairly meet the needs of people 
of color, we need to rethink the way we use our streets. Transit is a 
solution that creates opportunity, addresses racial disparities, and 
helps communities of color thrive.

44% of transit riders are people of color. This is disproportionate: people of color make up around 25% of 
the population of the Twin Cities yet account for 44% of Metro Transit riders.1,2 While car drivers receive priority and are 
privileged on our roads, the transit system is woefully underfunded, creating long wait times, slow rides, and unreliable 
service for the people who rely on it. Providing adequate support to transit is an important step in the fight for racial justice.

Transit riders are cut off from millions of jobs—and similarly aren’t given access to other 
opportunities. Only about 18,000 jobs are accessible by 30 minute transit ride in the Twin Cities out of a total of 
1.9 million jobs.3 This lack of access holds true across all kinds of opportunity, from education to enrichment and cultural 
opportunities. Transit riders of color are disproportionately affected by this lack of access, especially given that 38% of 
riders do not own a vehicle.4 Transit creates more opportunity for the communities of color who rely on it.

Transit can save families about $11,000 dollars a year5—and recover up to $2M in lost wealth 
over a lifetime.6 Transportation is the second highest expense in most households, with average cost of over $11,000 
a year to own and maintain a car, while an unlimited transit pass is just a fraction of that.7 This has ripple impacts on the 
disproportionate number of families of color living in poverty.8 Providing transit access helps stabilize families of color 
struggling to meet their expenses and retain money for things like rent, mortgages, food, child enrichment experiences, 
and more.

Transit reduces the particulates that pollute neighborhoods of color,9 causing health problems 
and killing community members.10 Communities of color, especially Black communities, are disproportionately 
subject to poor air quality11 and a host of negative outcomes due to the lingering impacts of racial covenants in housing and 
highway construction.12, 13 On average, a transit user produces less than half the pollution per mile of a driver14—meaning 
that improving transit quality and use in these areas not only helps under-served riders, but promotes much cleaner air than 
the highways that often run through communities of color.
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The transportation system we have today has divided people and deepened disparities. Expanding and 
improving transit access is critical to addressing our longest-standing inequities and ensuring needs in 
communities of color are fully and fairly met.
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Move Minnesota leads the movement for an equitable and sustainable 
transportation system that puts people first. We are passionate about 
connecting communities, ending the climate crisis, expanding access to 
jobs and resources, and improving daily life for Minnesotans of all ages, 
races, incomes, and abilities. Learn more at movemn.org.
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